THE PASTOR’S COLUMN
Each year that CHPC has used the “Making Disciples” confirmation material, I have had the task of recruiting adult mentors for each of the young people going through the process.  But once I have done that, there is the added task of deciding on the pairings, which often requires a good bit of prayer and discernment.  I am frequently startled by pairings which are truly blessed by the leading of God’s Spirit.
     Case in point: several years ago, Pastor Mihee, at the beginning of the Church School year, invited members of the congregation to take names of children and pray for them throughout the year.  One of this year’s mentors faithful prayed for a young girl throughout that year, but never met her.  Guess who is paired with whom for confirmation?  Truly a match made by God’s Spirit!
     Lent  begins with Ash Wednesday – February 22.  Lent is a time of increased prayer and contemplation, asking for God to bless and lead us in our lives.  To that end, I share the following poem by Rodney Clapp.
Lessons in Prayer, from a Dog

He assumes his still posture

two feet from the table.

He is not grabby,

his tongue is not hanging out,

he is quiet.

He wants to leap,

he wants to snap up

meat and blood.

You can tell.

But what he does is sit

as the gods

his masters and mistresses

fork steak and potatoes

into their mouths.

He is expectant

but not presumptuous.

He can wait.

He can live with disappointment.

He can abide frustration

and suffer suspense.

He watches

for signals,

he listens for calls

of his name from above.

At hints that 

he may be gifted

with a morsel,

he intensifies his

already rapt concentration,

he looks his god

in the eye,

but humbly,

sure of his innocence

in his need,

if his need only.

On the (often rare) occasions

when gifts are laid on his tongue,

he takes them whole,

then instantly resumes

the posture of attention,

beseeching, listening, alert,

the posture of hard-won faith

that will take no for an answer,

yet ever and again hopefully

return to the questioning.
